
 

Oregon Chapter  
Amer i can  Soci et y  of  L an dscape Ar ch i t ect s 

P.O. Box 40709 
Port land, OR   97240-0709 

Phone  503 227-6156 
Fax  503 823-5570 

 
Chapter Retreat  Notes        10.15.05 
 
Attendees:  Annie Kirk, Tara Byler, Tracy Johnson, Glendon Smith, Heather Ramvick, Andrea Saven, 
Steve Koch, Mike O’Brien, Beth Flanagan, Dave Walters, Cairene Macdonald, Adrienne Moll 
 
Monthly executive committee meetings will be first Wednesday of the month- 2 hrs max at: 
515 NE Royal Court 
PDX, OR 97232 
Phone: 503.516.468 
Food provided, donations accepted 
Contact TB prior with any guests, for inclusion in itinerary 
 
Answers to why are you here? 
Networking 
Promote the profession 
Public education 
Mentoring of students and new professionals 
Public outreach and education 
Build on professional skills 
To know where ASLA funds go 
To provide a forum where members can speak critically 
Raise awareness and stature of the profession 
Good energy within the group 
Revolution 
To help take responsibility for the quality of life 
Sense of community 
 
Big Picture Goals of the Chapter: 

1. Increase the value of the profession to the general public and related professionals. 
2. Foster community within the profession and provide opportunities for interaction between 

students, professionals and senior practitioners. 
3. Reach out to our allied professionals by ways of building partnerships. 
4. Have fun, provide educational events (pdh’s), and make some money for the chapter. 

 
Chapters Operations Workbook (COW) 
Everyone who has an executive committee position (this doesn’t include other committees) should have 
access…you will need your membership number and your password. If you have trouble please let Tara 
know. 
 
http://www.asla.org/membersonly/membership/cow.cfm 
 
What ASLA is doing for me? 
National is allowing ‘1 for free’ professional practice networks (PPN’s) – should post on website and in 
newswire. 
Describe name change. 
Here is the info: 
 
Many great things were gleaned from the 2005 ASLA Annual Meeting Chairs' Meeting of the 



Professional Practice Networks (formally the Professional Interest Groups).  Please find the summary 
helpful and feel free to contact P. Annie Kirk (aredbird@comcast.net) for additional information.  
  
1.  Great NEW PPN website for our use and many many good tidbits that provide enhanced 
membership benefits:  http://www.asla.org/members/ppn/home.htm 
  
2.  One for Free ASLA!s 2005 Annual Meeting marks the launch of PPN membership as a core ASLA 
member benefit. Members may waive the $15 membership fee to join any one PPN - yes, this means 
Complimentary!  Memberships in additional networks may be purchased for the $15 fee.  Visit this link for 
more information:   http:/ /www.asla.org/members/ppn/home.htm 
  
3. PPN Initiatives Program... Money! 

The PPN Initiatives Program encourages PPNs to apply for special funding for projects that will: 

 . advance the body of knowledge of the profession 
0. raise the visibility of the profession and of ASLA 
0. enhance the value of membership in the Professional Practice Networks 
0. develop/disseminate knowledge in specialized practice areas 

Proposals are reviewed and awards are granted each fall and spring. The allocation for 2006 is $10,000 for PPN's and $18,000 for 2007. 

The next opportunity to have a proposal reviewed will be MARCH 20, 2006.  Please visit http://www.asla.org/members/ppn/funding.htm for more 
information. Contact your Chairs for additional information and support!  

4.  Be an active participant in the programming of the 2006 Annual Meeting - get involved in two different ways: 

a)  ASLA is now accepting proposals for programming for ASLA's 2006 Annual Meeting, which will be held in Minneapolis. All proposals are due on 
December 4, 2005. For more information visit:  http:/ /www.asla.org/Members/ppn/ProposeProgram.htm 

b) Membership in a PPN earns you the opportunity to review and rate proposals that have been submitted for Annual Meeting programming. In 
November, you will receive an invitation by email to serve on the review team, and will be asked to complete a form to register. You will then have 
access to the database of proposal abstracts once the due date for proposals has arrived.  Contact:   Jennifer STRASSFEL D   Manager, Professional 
Practice Programs,  (202) 216-7852,  jstrassfeld@asla.org 

 
Boil down overall list of benefits to get info out to members and non-members. 
 
Students are starting a membership drive Nov. 1, can we put together member benefits before then? 
 
Virtual Assistant 
2 reasons to have a V.A. – trying to be more organized, helping with website, newswire, calendar, and 
tracking sponsors 
Just jumped in for first few months, now is a good opportunity to start fresh and become more methodical. 
 
Order of communication:  committees → VP’s → President → Virtual Assistant 
 
At present we have 12 hours per month of her time. These costs are offset by job ads that we get for the 
web and newswire. 
 
 
Website –  
Is there a logical process to follow links? 



Look at it and think about what content / pages to be added or removed and how is the 
navigation…fyi…there is a lot of updating to be made with specific info. Please send Tara your 
comments/feedback/suggestions…thanks in advance! 
 
www.aslaoregon.org 
 
Perhaps we should have a trustee’s page where we post national happenings and links that is updated 
each month post Dave’s trustee report. This would also be a way to facilitate members getting involved at 
the national level through the various committees that are available, and with the PPN’s. 
 
Primary audience is membership.  Used as a virtual office, and also as outreach to public and allied orgs. 
Should we have a “what is Landscape architecture” page listed under the primary navigation? Need to be 
conscience of language and do not use jargon and lingo. 
 
Newswire -  
Could use newsletter service.  Free with advertising or .01 per email.  
Posting announcement needs to tag subject as October Newsire as an example, so people can refind it 
easily.  
Need to keep it brief.  4 seconds of eyeball time per email. 
Should include:  link to newswire, bullet overview of topics included, unsubscribe option. 
Create a newswire committee to research and discuss distribution methods, format etc.  BF, CMAC, AM, 
TJ 
Newswire format should be changed to make it more easily read on line without a lot of panning back and 
forth due to column structure. 
 
OregonLand -  
Next issue February 
Open to anyone for articles 
Twice yearly 
Audience:  LA’s, architects, BOT, government officials 
A forum for discussion 
“great critical thought, don’t dumb it down” 
If you use jargon define it. 
Needs to be out regularly, people always want next issue 
Getting advertising is always a challenge. 
Suggestion:  needs a no holds barred critics corner “How do you really feel?” 
Oland received many accolades from other chapter presidents at the chapter presidents council meeting 
in Florida. They love the content and the graphics, suggested the captions of photos be darker-hard to 
read. And applauded the amazing volunteer effort. 
 
Design Committee -  
Goals: fun, educational, critical thought, share views 
Modeled after AIA urban design committee 
Co-chair Dave Anderson 
Combined urban design and sustainability into design 
Maybe should change name again, make it a little more edgy? 
Could include a paragraph in the newswire monthly, what is going on, etc. 
Advocacy? 
Need more involvement from mid level and older practitioners, need that for critical discussion.  Need a 
hook to draw them in. 
Wrote an article for OL last year, may be a regular feature 
Sporadic membership is a challenge 
Hard to get people there all the time. 
Problem with standing committee is getting people to attend regularly 
Trying to get people to think of ASLA as a voice for design 
AK – essentially acting as a PPN, may be able to get $ from national 



Anything that is issued to the public should be written out, don’t rely on ASLA acronym 
Press release – get articles from OL out to various publications.  Need a PR guru 
Design comm. can tie in to retrospective 
Going to an irregular mtg schedule as projects come up.  Currently trying to line something up about 
redesign of black butte with past and current designers. 
Should add to the space on web as a place to add a blog or other info related to the design committee 
and advocacy. 
 
CIP update: 
Sponsorship –  
Need to boil down CIP project to bigger picture overview to share with sponsors 
 
Lectures- 
Allan Mandel is next-a garden photographer who was on a recent cover of Landscape Architecture 
magazine….November 11. 
Mike Houck-January 20 
Jerry Diethelm-march 10 
Annie and Bhronwhyn Dean are the leads 
 
Black Box Exhibit- 
Will be held on first Thursday at AIA Portland on April 6 
Is a collection of works by Lawrence Halprin relating to the Willamette Valley 
Annie is the lead with help from Steve Koch who is co-founder of the Lawrence Halprin Landscapes 
Conservancy 
 
Fountain Festival- 
Same day –noontime on April 6 
Forecourt Fountain-we will host a noontime event to ceremoniously turn on the fountain (commissioner 
randy Leonard will do it) to signify the beginning of spring and Landscape Architecture month as well as 
this is part of the symposium. We are working with the water bureau on this event. Beth is the lead. 
 
Symposium- 
Working out the details on the venue and agenda. 
Will be one-day symposium with a ticketed keynote lunch 
PDH’s provided 
One day of tours 
Final product will be “Position Papers” which is a public statement that comes out of the symposium on 
what was learned. 
Beth is the lead, Annie supporting. 
 
 
Design Awards –  
Wash chapter may help with jurying 
Short time frame, need volunteers 
Recognize all submissions with a certificate 
Steve Koch and Andrea Saven volunteered to help Tracy who will be the chair this year. 
 
Fellows Noms –  
Need to start now. Due feb. 17  
Gregg and Rod to help? 
 
Student Chapter –  
Student chapter is not associated with state chapter. It is a separate entity. 
Faculty advisor is Roxy Thorne 
Reorganized structure to more project manager/ team lead based 
Suggestion: put together a visitors guide for visiting professors 



Up to faculty to find outside reviewers 
One suggestion to have our 1 excom meeting that we do in Eugene at the beginning of the year, instead 
of in June. 
Do awards year 4, not comps?  More motivational perhaps, or evaluate mid year. 
Perhaps Have spring meeting for the excom in Eugene, hand out awards, recognize students at this 
meeting.  Need investment, involvement from Willamette valley section….could be part of the student 
mentoring program. 
LABASH – don’t know when or where but is a great conference with great speakers. 
Shadow Mentor Day – letters out early/ mid November.  get firm list from Oregon Chapter Secretary. 
Need to find a way for students to receive the newswire…perhaps Adrienne forwards the link to the 
students each month-junk filter problem? 
 
Continuing Ed –  
OSLAB company fee is double dipping on sole practitioners. 
May need to have a brown bag to determine what liaison is to do  
Meet quarterly; organize questions to take to board.  Could be Mt. Hood Section meetings. Need to 
coordinate with Mike Faha.   
DW volunteers to host brown bag, get member input. 
Need volunteers to do LARE prep courses this year….coordinate with WA chapter. 
 


